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Detailed Action 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

1 . Claim 43 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one 
skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had 
possession of the claimed invention. Applicant claims an image forming device. 
However in the specification and the drawings do not have support for an image 
forming device. It is understood that an image forming device means one unit that 
contains the printing unit and the scanning unit. However there no section or drawings 
in both the specification and the drawings that teaches such a unit. Hence both 
scanning unit 16 and printing unit 18 are two separate devices and there is no where in 
both the drawings and specification that they form one device. 
2. Claims 45-48,51 and 57 are also rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, 
as failing to comply with the written description requirement because they depend on 
claim 43. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claim 48 recites the limitation "a display unit for displaying information about the 
image forming apparatus - - a manipulation unit for manipulating the image forming 
apparatus . There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim because 
the claimed image forming apparatus is not previously mentioned or claimed any where 
in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 . Claims 43, 45,47,48,51 and 57 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Chen (7019869) in view of Ito (6937356) and further in view of 
McAfee (6510211) 

Claim 43, Chen discloses an image forming device (Col. 5 lines 63-64, Fig. 4) 

comprising: 

a printing unit (Printer 482 shown in Fig. 4) to print an image on a print medium 
(Col. 6 lines 12-13- "Printer 482") 
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a scanning unit including a scanner (Col. 3 line 25, image scanning unit 110) to 
scan a document to generate scanned data (Col. 5 line 67- apparatus 400 includes a 
scanning unit). 

Universal serial bus (USB) input/output port (USB interface 471 shown in Fig. 
4) removably connectable to a USB memory unit (USB equipment 481 shown in Fig. 
4) and 

a control unit (Control unit 140- Col. 3 lines 52-53) coupled to the USB 
input/output port to detect an attachment state of the USB memory unit with respect to 
the USB input/output, (Col. 6 lines 34-38 "the paperless image fax-scanning 
apparatus connects with the USB device 481 and the printer 482 permitting the 
user either to print or store the data using device 481" therefore the control unit 
has to detect that the USB is attached in order for the scanned image to be 
stored). 

wherein the control unit (Control unit 140- Col. 3 lines 52-53) is coupled to the 
scanning unit and operable to control storing of the scanned data storing of the scanned 
data generated by the scanning unit (Col. 6 lines 37-38- thus scanned data is stored 
using the USB device 481 and Col. 5 lines 34-36 "the control unit within the 
system controls all these function and operations") according to the detected 
attachment state of the USB memory unit such that when it is determined that the USB 
memory unit is attached to the USB input/output port, (Please see NB) the control unit 
is operable to store the scanned data generated by the scanning unit in the U S B 
memory unit, (Col. 6 lines 34-38- " the paperless image fax-scanning apparatus 
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under the control of control unit 140 connects with the USB device 481 and 
printer 482 permitting the user to either to print the fax data or the scanned data 
through a printer, or store the data using the USB device 481 ") 

(NB: inherently the control unit 140 has to detect that USB device 481 is 
attached to the scanning apparatus before the scanned data can be stored 
therefore if the scanned data stored in the USB device that means that control 
unit 140 detects that the USB device is attached) 

wherein the control unit is coupled to the printing unit and data stored in the USB 
memory unit (Col. 6 lines 34-38- " the paperless image fax-scanning apparatus 
under the control of control unit 140 connects with the USB device 481 and 
printer 482") 

Chen does not disclose when the USB memory unit is attached to the USB 
input/output port, the control unit is operable to print data stored in the USB memory unit 
via the printing unit. 

Ito discloses when a flash memory card is mounted onto a printer unit 200 to 
select a picture and prints the picture. (Col. 11 lines 1-3- thus "the user mounts the 
flash memory card 104 on the printer unit 200 to print a selected picture"). 
Therefore one ordinary skilled in the art at the time the invention was made with the 
teaching of mounting memory units or card onto printers as taught by Ito can modify the 
control unit in Chen to print the images which are stored on the USB memory unit so 
that time is saved in printing the scanned image. The motivation is that it will reduce 
time spend and also eliminate the need of a computer before printing a scanned image. 
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Chen in view of Ito does not disclose that both scanning 1 1 0 and printer 482 are 
in one unit and therefore forms one device. 

McAfee discloses An MFP that provides the functionality of a scanner, copier, 
printer and a Facsimile machine in a single device. (Col. 3 lines 8-10, Fig. 2 shows a 
device that contains a scanner and a printer as a single device). Therefore it will be 
obvious to one ordinary skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to include 
printer 482 into scanning apparatus 400 so that it will form one device. The motivation is 
that it will enable the user to scan and print using one unit. 

Claim 44, (Cancelled) 

Claim 45, Chen in view of Ito and further in view of McAfee discloses that the 
image forming device further comprising an internal storage unit (Chen: Memory unit 
260in Fig. 2 ) to store the scanned data generated by the scanning unit (Chen: Col. 4 
lines 39-41- thus memory device 260 shown in fig. 2 can be used to store the 
scanned image). 

Claim 47, Chen in view of Ito and further in view of McAfee discloses wherein the 
control unit controls storing of the scanned data stored in the internal storage unit into 
the USB memory unit when it is determined that the USB memory, unit is attached to 
the USB input/output port. (Chen: Col. 6 lines 34-38- " the paperless image fax- 
scanning apparatus under the control of control unit 140 connects with the USB 
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device 481 and printer 482 permitting the user to either to print the fax data or the 
scanned data through a printer, or store the data using the USB device 481 ") 

(NB: inherently the control unit 140 has to detect that USB device 481 is 
attached to the scanning apparatus before the scanned data can be stored 
therefore if the scanned data stored in the USB device that means that control 
unit 140 detects that the USB device is attached) 

Claim 48, Chen in view of Ito and further in view of McAfee further comprising : 
a display unit (Chen: display panel 330 Col. 5 line 20) for displaying information about 
the image forming apparatus (Chen: Col. 5 lines 19-21- hence message about the 
scanned image is displayed on the panel) and a manipulation unit (Chen: Operation 
keyboard 340-Col. 4 lines 64-65) for manipulating the image forming apparatus, 
wherein, if a plurality of pieces of scanned data are stored in the USB memory unit, at 
least one piece of the scanned data is selected by-using selectable via the manipulation 
unit. (Ito: Col. 11 lines 1-3- the device used by the user to select a picture to print 
among all the pictures taking) 

Claim 49, -(Cancelled) 

Claim 50, - (Cancelled) 

Claim 51, Chen in view of Ito and further in view of McAfee further discloses a 
second input/output port (Chen: Element 471 shown in Fig. 4) removably connectable 
to a portable storage unit, (Chen: Col. 6 lines 29-33- hence the Flash memory card 
can be connected and removed to be connected another device) which is selected 
from the group consisting of a memory stick (MS), a compact flash (CF) card, a secure 
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digital (SD) memory card, (Chen: Col. 6 lines 31, Flash memory card) a multimedia 
card (MMC), a smart media (SM) card, a universal serial bus (USB) memory card, 
(Chen: USB equipment 481 shown in fig. 4) and an xD-picture card. 
Claims 52-56 (Canceled) 

Claim 57, Chen in view of Ito and further in view of McAfee discloses wherein the 
image forming device further comprising a third input/output port removably connectable 
to a portable storage unit which is selected from the group consisting of a memory stick 
(MS), a compact flash (CF) card, (Chen: Element 420 shown in Fig. 4 is used for 
floppy disc- Col. 5 lines 22-25) a secure digital (SD) memory card, a multimedia card 
(MMC), a smart media (SM) card, a universal serial bus (USB) memory card, and an 
xD-picture card. 

2. Claims 46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Chen 
(7019869) in view of Ito (6937356) and further in view of McAfee (651021 1) and further 
in view of Iwai (2002/0021766). 

Claim 46, Chen in view of Ito and further in view of McAfee discloses wherein 
the control unit stores the scanned data in the internal storage unit (Chen: Col. 4 lines 
39-41- thus memory device 260 shown in fig. 2 can be used to store the scanned 
image) however Chen in view of Ito and further in view of McAfee does not determined 
that USB memory unit is detached from the USB input/output port before the process 
continues. 

Iwai discloses determine whether an external memory is attached and when it is 
not attached the IR reservation mode is used instead of the external memory. Therefore 
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it will be obvious to one ordinary skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify control unit 140 with the teaching of making the determination of the attachment 
of USB equipment 481 so that images sent to the equipment can be secured. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed on 06/30/2010 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

Regarding claims 43 applicant argues that the reference on record does not 
teach or disclose the limitation 

Printing data that is stored in the USB memory unit via the Printing unit of the 
image forming device. 

In reply, Examiner respectfully disagree because Chen in view of Ito discloses 
Printing data that is stored in the USB memory unit via the Printing unit of the image 
forming device. (Ito discloses when a flash memory card is mounted onto a printer unit 
200 to select a picture and prints the picture. (Col. 11 lines 1-3- thus "the user 
mounts the flash memory card 104 on the printer unit 200 to print a selected 
picture"). Therefore one ordinary skilled in the art at the time the invention was made 
with the teaching of mounting memory units or card onto printers as taught by Ito can 
modify the control unit in Chen to print the images which are stored on the USB memory 
unit so that time is saved in printing the scanned image. The motivation is that it will 
reduce time spend and also eliminate the need of a computer before printing a scanned 
image. 
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Claims 45-48, 51 and 57, Applicant argues that claims 45-48, 51 and 57 is 

allowed because it depends on independent claim 43. 

In reply, examiner respectfully disagree because as clearly discussed in the 
Office action independent claim 43 is not allowable. 

Conclusion 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to AKWASI M. SARPONG whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3438. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00am- 
5:00pm est. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, King Poon can be reached on 571-272-7440. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/King Y. Poon/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2625 

/Akwasi M Sarpong/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2625 
09/09/2010 
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